FOREWORD

IN 1944 the Australian Government, on the initiative of the
Minister for External Affairs, decided to send a scientist
for a year to the Australian Legation at Moscow. It was
my good fortune to be selected for this mission. In addition
to technical information, which was sent to my Government
in official, despatches, I collected a good deal of other
information of interest to scientists. Accordingly I have
written this unofficial account, which contains material
which I am not obliged to embalm in mimeographed reports*
It is a pleasure to acknowledge help from several sources.
First of all I thank the Hon. H. V. Evatt, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for External Affairs, for carrying out
the experiment of sending a scientist to Russia; and I thank
the Hon. J. J. Maloney, former Australian Minister to
Moscow, for allowing me to do what I liked there. I am
grateful to the Joint Press Reading Service in Moscow,
whose press summaries saved me a great deal of time, to
Dr. George Bolsover for some data on education which are
incorporated in Chapter 3, and to Mr. R. Windeyer, who
read the typescript and improved it in many ways. I
remember with pleasure my Russian acquaintances in fifty-
odd institutes, who patiently explained their work to me. I
thank Miss G. Carey, who drew the diagrams for Chapter 5,
and Miss D. Grice, who patiently typed her way through
my untidy manuscript. Finally I thank my colleagues in
the Botany School of the University of Sydney, who did my
proper job for me while I was away in Russia; to them I
dedicate this book.
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